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Sieng Miang! and Luang Phor, or the Venerable Monk, went to a temple fair. When
they arrived at the fair, a monk gave Sieng Miang a sack of salt. Sieng Miang enjoyed
the time at the fair very much.

On their way back to their temple, Luang Phor saw Sieng Miang carrying a heavy sack
and pitied him. Luang Phor allowed Sieng Miang to ride his horse. Luang Phor then hid
the sack under the water, trying to coming back later to pick it up.

When Sieng Miang and Luang Phor got back to their temple, Luang Phor told Sieng
Miang to go back and find the salt sack which he had hidden. But the sack was gone.
The salt was gone.

Luang Phor ran after Sieng Miang, trying to hit him for punishment. Sieng Miang saw a
catfish. So he shouted at Luang Phor. “The catfish has eaten all the salt”.

Luang Phor got angry and rushed to see the catfish. Sieng Miang tried to provoke
Luang Phor more and said, “Luang Phor, hit the fish on the head. How can it dare to
steal our salt?”

! Sieng Miang is a character in the Isan literature and is said to be the Issan version of Sritanonchai (f3sueyde), who is a
similarly well-known character in the Central-Thai literature. Sieng Miang, and Sritanonchai alike, is a very mischievous boy.
People in Isan use the word sieng (\Fev) to refer to a boy who is ordained as a Buddhist novice but has left a monastic life.
Miang (ifie) is the boy’s name. This episode is likely to have happened when Miang was still a novice. There are other
episodes about Miang and Luang Phor.
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Luang Phor could not resist hitting the catfish very hard. Unfortunately, the fishtail
stabbed Luang Phor in the hand. Luang Phor was in pain. Sieng Miang burst into
laughter at Luang Phor.
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